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IN a country like Great Britain, in which the 
sciences in general are diligently cultivated, and 
Astromomy in particular has made extensive 
progress and attracted a large share of attention, 
it must seem strange that no Society should exist 
peculiarly devoted to the cultivation of this sci- 
ence ; and that (while chemistry, mineralogy, ge- 
ology, aatural history, and many other important 
departments both of science and of art are pro- 
noted by associated bodies, which direct, while 
they stimulate, the highest exertion of individual 
talent) Astronomy^ the sublimest branch of human 
knowledge, has remained up to the present time 
unassisted by that most powerful aid ; and has 
relied for its advancement on the labours of insu- 
lated and independent individuals. 

It may be conceived by some, that astronomy 
ftands less in need of assistance of this kind than 



*mm 



11 

any other of the sciences; and that, in the state 
of perfection which its physical theory has al- 
ready reached, its ulterior progress may safely 
be intrusted to individual zeal, and to the great 
national establishment exclusively appropriated 
to celestial observations; or, at all events, to 
those public Institutions and Academies in all 
civilized nations, whose object is the general cul- 
tivation of the mathematical and physical sci- 
ences. It may therefore be necessary to state the 
useful objects which may be accomplished, and 
the impediments which may be removed, by the 
formation of a Society devoted solely to the en- 
couragement and promotion of Astronomy. 

' Owing to the great perfection which the con- 
struction of optical instruments has attained in 
England, and the taste for scientific research 
universally prevalent, there have arisen in va- 
rious parts of the kingdom a number of private 
and public observatories, in which the celestial 
'phenomena are watched, and registered with 
assiduity and accuracy, by men whose leisure 
and talents peculiarly adapt them for such pur- 
suits: while others, with a less splendid esta- 
blishment, but by the sacrifice of more valuable 
time, pursue the same end with equal zeal and 
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perseverance. Considerable collections of valu- 
able observations have thus originated ; by far the 

-greater part of which, however, owing to the 
expense and difficulty of publication and various 
other causes, must inevitably perish, or at least 
remain buried in obscurity, and be lost to all 
useful purposes; unless collected and brought 
together by the establishment of a common cen- 
tre of communication and classification, to which 

• they may respectively be imparted. 

This great desideratum, it is presumed, will 
be attained by a Society founded on the model of 
other scientific institutions, having for one of its 
: objects the formation of a collection or deposit 
of manuscript observations, &c. open at all times 
to inspection ; to which the industrious observer 
. may consign the result of his labours, with the cer- 
tainty pf their finding a place, among the materials 
of knowledge so amassed, exactly proportioned 
to their intrinsic value. At the same time it will 
, thus be rendered practicable to form a connected 
.series from a mass of detached and incomplete 
fragments ; and the society will render a valuable 
service to science, by publishing, from time to 
time, from this collection, such communications 

A % 
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or digests as seem calculated, by their nature 
and accuracy, either to supply deficiencies, or to 
afford useful materials to the theoretical astro- 
nomer. 

It will also be an object worthy of the society, 
to promote an examination of the heavens in mi- 
nute detail ; by parcelling them out, in portions 
of a very moderate extent, among those mem- 
bers who may find leisure and inclination to di- 
rect their attention more peculiarly and con- 
stantly to such portions (selection being made 
as to those which may best accord with the situa- 
• turn of their observatories and their own general 
convenience); thereby to ascertain the places, 
and if possible the proper motions, of all the ob- 
jects, large or minute, which may fall within 
. their respective limits ; and to pass them conti- 
nually in review, so that no new celestial body 
of a cometary or planetary nature, traversing 
tfaeijf boundaries, , may escape detection. For, 
amongst the vast multitude of similar objects which 
are scattered over the wide expanse of the hea- 
vens, and which equally solicit, and distract the 
attention of the insulated observer, n& one of 
them ih particular can be expected to undergo 



any very rigorous examination, unless distin- 
guished by magnitude or some peculiarity of ap- 
pearance. 

The knowledge of pur own peculiar system, 
and that more extended branch of astronomical 
science to which the name Cosmology is best 
adapted, may alike be benefited by this division 
. of labour, and systematic mode of examination. 
In the planetary system, a wide field of investi- 
gation has of late been opened by the discovery 
of some links in the chain of connexion which no 
doubt exists between bodies of a cometary and 
planetary nature. And it is possible that some 
bodies, of a nature altogether new, and whose dis- 
covery may tend in future to disclose important se- 
crets in the system of the universe, may be con- 
cealed under the appearance of minute stars, no 
way distinguishable from others of a less interest- 
ing character, but by the test of careful and often 
repeated observations. Indeed it is worthy of 
notice, that, of the five small bodies lately ascer- 
tained to be permanent members of our system, 
four were discovered in the short space of seven 
years, by the partial adoption, on the continent, 
of this very plan of separate examination ; which 
seems indeed to have been first suggested by the 
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late Rev. F. Wollaston. This diligent astro-: 
nomer, in a paper published in the Philoso- 
phical Transactions for 1784, thus remarks :^ 
" The first idea which occurred to me was to 
"make a proposal to astronomers in general, 
" that each should undertake a strict examination : 
" of a certain district in the heavens ; and not 
" only by a re-examination of the catalogues hi- 
" therto published, but by taking the right asceh-< 
" sion and declination of every star in their 
" several allotments, to frame an exact map of 
"it, with a corresponding catalogue; and to 
" communicate their observations to one common 
" centre. This is what. I should be glad to see 
" begun. Every astronomer must wish it, and 
" therefore every one should be ready to take. 
" his share in it." In fact, Mr. Wollaston not 
only proposed the plan, but, as far as an indivi- 
dual could do so, put it in execution, by under* 
taking the examination of the circumpolar re. 
gions himself. 

Beyond the limits however of our own system, 
all at present is obscurity. Some vast and gene, 
ral views on the construction of the heavens, and 
the laws which may regulate the formation and 
motions of sidereal systems, have, it is true, 
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been struck out ; but, like the theories of the earth 
which have so long occupied the speculations of 
geologists, they remain to be supported or re- 
fluted by the slow accumulation of a mass of facts : 
and it is here, as in the science just alluded to, 
that .the advantages of associated labour : w ill ap-. 
pear more eminently conspicuous. 

On$ of the first great steps towards an accu-. 
rate knowledge of the construction of the hea- 
vens, is an acquaintance with the individual ob- 
jects they present : in other words, the forma-? 
tion of a complete catalogue of stars and of 
other bodies, upon a scale infinitely more ex-, 
tensive than any that has yet been undertaken ; 
and that shall comprehend the most minute; ob- 
jects visible in good astronomical telescopes. To. 
form such a catalogue, however, is an under-s- 
taking of such overwhelming labour, as to defy 
the utmost exertions of individual industry. It 
is a task which, to be accomplished, must be di- 
vided among numbers : but so divided as to pre-* 
serve a perfect unity of design, and prevent the. 
loss of labour which must result front several*, 
observers working at once on the same region, 
while others are left unexamined. The. idea npw 
understood to be entertained of establishing an 
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observatory at the southern extremity of Africa, 
•nder the auspices of the Admiralty, may serve 
to show the general sense entertained of the im- 
portance of this subject, and the necessity of 
giving every possible perfection to our catalogue 
of the fixed stars. Deeply impressed also with 
the importance of this task, and fully aware of 
its difficulty, the Astronomical Society might 
call upon the observers of Europe and of the 
world to lend their aid in its prosecution. Should 
similar institutions be formed in other countries, 
thte Astronomical Society (rejecting all views but 
that of benefiting science) might profess them, 
selves ready and desirous to divide at once the 
labour and the glory of this Herculean attempt,' 
and to act in concert together in such manner as 
should be judged most conducive to the end in 
view. 

Another beneficial result to be expected from 
this institution is the diffusion of a spirit of in- 
quiry in practical astronomy ; ,and, as a neces- 
sary consequence, a corresponding diffusion of a 
general knowledge of the tnode of performing 
and computing astronomical and geodesical ob- 
servations, and of the use of instruments; espe- 
cially such as are likely to Ire found in the hands 



of travellers, nautical men, and others who m*y 
be placed in interesting situations in remote parts 
of the world. Widely scattered to Englishmen 
are, over the surface of the globe, the advantages 
which might accrue to science from a move gene? 
ral diffusion of such knowledge, are incalculable: 
yet it is painful to reflect in how few case9 y com- 
paratively, among the numbers of our countrymen 
whose prospects in life lead them to distent cli- 
mates, the actual use of even the simplest astro* 
nomical instruments and tables has formed a part 
of their education or study* In a national point 
of view, every thing which may tend to diffuse a 
knowledge of practical astronomy is obviously of 
the utmost importance, on account of its applies 
tion to nautical purposes. Besides which, the <Uf* 
ficulty of finding practical observers calculated to 
fill situations as assistants in observatories, in 
expeditions of discovery, or on other occasions, 
at moderate salaries, has been felt in various 
instances. Were there establishments in our uni- 
versities and other places of public education, in 
which young men might be taught the use of astro- 
nomical instruments and tables, not only would the 
theoretical knowledge of astronomy which they are 
led to acquire in those admirable establishments 
make a deeper impression, but a greater number. 



of good observers would thus be annually trained 
up, to the great benefit not only of themselves 
but of their country. It is understood that at 
the Royal Military Seminaries some establish* 
roent of this kind exists. 

It is almost unnecessary to enumerate the- ad- 
vantages likely to accrue from the encouragement 
which an Astronomical Society may hold out : but 
among others may be mentioned the perfecting of 
ourknowledge of the latitudes and longitudes of 
places in every region of the globe ; the improve- 
ment of the lunar theory, and that of the figure of 
the earth, by occultations, appulses, and eclipses 
simultaneously observed in different situations ; 
the advancement of our knowledge of the laws 
of atmospherical refraction in different climates, 
by corresponding observations of the fixed stars ; 
the means of determining, more correctly the 
' orbits of comets by observations, made in the 
most distant parts of the world : and. in general,, 
the frequent opportunities, afforded to a society 
holding extensive correspondence, of amassing 
materials which (though separately of small im- 
portance) may by their union become not only 
interesting at the present timey but also valuable- 
as subjects of reference in. future. 
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By means of Corresponding Members, or Asso- 
ciates, in distant countries, the society may hope 
to unite the labours of foreign observers with 
their own ; and by thus establishing communica- 
tions with eminent astronomers and institutions iu 
all parts of the world, to obtain the earliest intel-r 
ligence of new discoveries or improvements; 
which it may, perhaps, be desirable. to circulate 
among such of its members as may profess them- 
selves anxious to receive it, without loss- of 
time. ' 

The circulation also of notices of remarkable 
celestial phenomena about to happen, (with the 
view of drawing the attention of observers tq 
points which may serve important purposes in 
the determination of elements or coefficients) 
may form another, and perhaps not the least, in- 
teresting object of the society* To have the same 
phenomena watched for by many observers, in 
a climate so uncertain as our own, is the only 
sure way of having them observed by some : and 
moreover, the attention of an astronomer may 
frequently be aroused by a formal notice, espe- 
cially when accompanied with directions for ob- 
serving the phenomenon in the most effective 
>yay, when probably the mere ordinary mention 



XH 

of it in an ephemeris might fell Id attract his ob- 
servation. 

One of the collateral advantages of a society 
including many practical astronomers among its 
members, (but which will appear of no small im- 
portance to those who possess good instruments) 
will be the mutual understanding which will be 
propagated among amateur astronomers, by fre- 
quent meetings and discussion, as to the relative 
merits of their instruments ; and as to the talents 
and ingenuity of the various artists both of our 
own and of foreign nations : not to mention the 
emulation which this must naturally excite te 
possess the best instruments ; and the consequent 
tendency of such discussion towards a further 
improvement in their construction, or to the dis- 
covery of new ones. Well-made instrument* will 
thus unavoidably acquire a reputation, not merely 
among a few eminently skilful observers in 
Britain, but throughout the whole, astronomical 
world: and individuals, who have at great ex- 
pense and trouble amassed a collection of valua- 
ble ones, will thus be spared the mortification of 
knowing that they may at some future time be 
put up to sale and be disposed of for a half or a 
third of their value, for want of their merits being 
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known; a consideration which probaMt hfci 
some weight with those who may be collecting 
instruments at an advanced period of their liiFe. 

As the extent of the fimds of the society must 
depend on the number of its itoembers, it IB im- 
possible to conjecture at present hew far it* 
views respecting their application may extend. 
Besides the ordinary expenses attending an in- 
stitution of this nature, the occasional or annual 
publication of communicated observations ;— the 
payment of computers employed in the reduc- 
tion and arangement of observations, or in cow- 
ppting the orbits of new planets, comets, or 
other interesting bodies ; — the formation of an 
extensive astronomical library, not only of ma*- 
nuscript but also of printed books; — and pet- 
haps, at some future period, the proposal of 
prizes for the encouragement of particular de* 
partments of the science, either theoretical or 
practical ; or for the improvement of astronomi- 
cal instruments, or tables, may be mentioned ft* 
worthy objects on which they may be bestowed; 

Such are the principal considerations which 
have actuated a number of individuals to 'form 
themselves into a society under the name of -At 
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Astronomical Society o/JLondon, and to give this 
publicity to their determination, with a view of 
inviting others to unite in the prosecution of their 
plans. They have at their very commencement 
met with the most flattering success, which in- 
duces them to hope that, in a short time, every 
assiduous cultivator of the science will be found 
Xo have added his name to the list of members. 

The objects of the original members may be 
sufficiently gathered from what has been already 
said, and may be thus summed up in few words : 
viz. to encourage and promote their peculiar 
science by every means in their power, but es- 
pecially — by collecting, reducing, and publish- 
ing useful observations and tables — by setting 
on foot a minute and systematic examination of 
the heavens — by encouraging a general spirit 
of inquiry in practical astronomy — by establish- 
ing Communications with foreign observers — by 
circulating notices of all remarkable phenomena 
about to happen, and of discoveries as they arise 
— by comparing the merits of different artists 
eminent in the construction of astronomical in- 
struments — by proposing prizes for the improve- 
ment of particular departments, and bestowing 
medals or rewards on successful research in all 
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— and finally, by acting as far as possible, in 
concert with every institution, both in England 
and abroad, whose objects have any thing in 
common with their own ; but avoiding all inter- 
ference with the objects and interests of establish** 
ed scientific bodies. 
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REGULATIONS. 



Section I. — Of its Object. 

A HE Astronomical Society of London is 
instituted for the encouragement and promotion 
of Astronomy. 

Section II.— Of its Constitution. 

1. The Astronomical Society shall consist of 
Members, and Associates : but no person shall be 
eligible as an Associate, who is a British subject, 
or whose usual place of residence is in any part 
of the British dominions. 

'2. The Officers of the Society shall be chosen 
out of the Members, and shall consist of a Presi- 
dent, four Vice-Presidents, one Treasurer, and 
three Secretaries ; who, with six other Members, 
shall constitute a Council for the management 
and direction of the affairs of the Society. 
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Section III.— Of the Election of the Officers 
and Council. 

1. The President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, 
Secretaries, and the other six Members of the 
Council, shall be elected annually by ballot, at 
the general meeting in February. 

2. No Member, who has filled the office of 
Vice-President for two successive years, shall be 
again eligible to the same situation, until ike ex- 
piration of one year from tbe termination of 4is, 
office. . 

3. Thrfee only, of the six Members of the 
Council who may hare served during any one 
year, shall be re-eligible for the ensuing yew. 



Section IV .-"-Of the Election, Admission and 
Expulsion of Members. . . 

1, Every person, desirous of ad miss i on into the 
Society as a Member, must be proposed and re- 
commended agreeably to tbe form No, 1 in the 
Appendix hereto ; wherein must be inserted the 
Christian name, Surname, Rank, Profession, 
and usual place of residence of the candidate : 



mad which form must be subscribed by three of 
more Members^ <me of n horn, atletfgt, mustta*! 1 ? 
tify, his pei^iwd fcftew ledge of such candidate. • ' ' 
%f EVery *econ*rv^n*at ion of ar proposed MemJ 
her or Associate »i*sf be deTrrered to one of the 
Secretaries, and read at one of the ordinary 
iseetings of the Society : after which it shall be 
hang up in the meetmg-rooms of the Society, and 
thewreroato until the candidate is balloted for. 

3. The ballot shaJi take place en the second 
ordinary meeting after* that en which tEe candi* 
d*ie& proposed : except in the case of peered atid 
ihetreldestsofls, and offereign princes and acbbas- 
stfdar% wlio^shtll be balloted for, at tbe meeting 
at which tfie recommendation is delivered to the 
Secretary, provided a sufficient number of Mem- 
bers be tben present 

4. No person shall be considered as elected, 
airiess behave iir his fevoiir at least tfifree-fotittbs' 
of the Members voting. 

5. If it should appear upon the ballot that the 
person proposed is not elected, no notice snail 
betaken thereof in tfce nrirtutes. 

6. Whenever a person is elected a Menjber or 
Associate, one of the Secretaries shall inform 
Mm of the same, fry letter, as sootf as possible. 

7 . livery person, elected a Bfeaftef, ahaltpfcy 
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his firtt annual contribution within two calendar 
months of the day of his election ; otherwise . his 
election shall be void : but the Council shall, in 
particular cases, have the power of extending 
the period within which suth first annual contri- 
bution shall be paid. 

8. Every elected Member, having paid his first 
annual contribution, and having subscribed the 
form No. 2 in the Appendix hereto, shall be ad- 
mitted at the first ordinary meeting at which he 
is present, according to the ensuing form: viz. 
the President (or other Member in the chair for 
the tUfltt being) addressing him by name shall say, 
" I/i ( . the, name of the Astronomical Society of 
a LoftdoDy 1 admit ydu a Member thereof!'* 

9. But when an^eletted Member, residing at a 
distance' from the metropolis, may not be able to- 
attend the meeting of the Society, he may be ad- 
mitted by a proxy nominated by himself. In 
which case, the first annual contribution being 
paid god the form No. 2 subscribed, the President, 
(or other Member in the chair for the time being,) 
addressing such proxy by name shall say, « In the 
" name of the Astronomical Society of London I 
" admit *- — — a Member thereof* . 

l.Qn Whewver there may appear cause tor the 
expulsion of any Member, or Associate, from the 
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Society, the Council amy call a special geiteral 
meeting of the Society for that parpose : and if 
three- fourths of the Members then present agree 
that such Member or Associate be expelled, the 
President, or other Member ra the chair for the 
time being, shall declare the same accordingly. 



SeCTiotN y.-^Qfthe t Contrihutions of Members. 

1. The contribution of each Member, residing 
withia fifty miles of the metropolis, shall be four 
guiaeas for the first year^ payable at the time of 
his ejection ; and two ^guineas for every subse- 
quent year : t the first of such subsequent con tri- 
butions to become due andbe payable in advance 
op the 8>th day. of February then next following, 
and the succeeding ones, also in advance, on 
the 8th day, of February in every subsequent 
year. , 

%. Every Member, not having a residence wj thin 
fifty miles of the metropolis at the time of his elec- 
tion, shall, on the payment of eight guineas at 
the time of his election, be exempted from the 
subsequent annual contributions : but, should he 
afterwards have a residence within that distance 
ofthe metropolis, he shall, from .that time, be 
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liable to the ahniml contributions, tike other re- 
sident Members. " 

3. Every Member, admitted as a resident Mem- 
ber, who may afterwards cease to have a residence 
within fifty miles of the metropolis, shall, on ap- 
plication to the Council and on the payment €*t 
the additional sum of four guineas, be exempted 
from the payment of the annual contributions for 
the subsequent years dttring which be may reside 
beyond fifty rallps of the metropolis. 

4. Every Member, ceasing to be non-resident, 
is required to Inform the Council that he is be- 
come liable' to the annual contributions ; on firif- 
nr& of doing which he shall cease fo be a Mem- 
ber, if fntfCbtmcil shall so determine: 

"5. Arfy Member may, at his entrance, com- 
potind for his contributions, by the payment of 
Twenty-four guineas ; or he may, at any time 
afterwards, compound for hts subsequent annual 
contributions by the payment of the sum of 
Twenty guineas. 

5. Every Member shall be considered as be- 
longing to the Sbcifety, and, as such, liable to 
the payment of his annual contributions, tmtfl 
he has either forfeited Us claim, or signified in 
writing to the Society his desire to- resign ; when 
bis name shall be erased from the list of Members. 
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.7. Whenever a Mejnb^i: shftll l>€ two years in 
arrears in the payment of his annual, contribu- 
tion^ the naiae $£ such ftf e#*er *1&H tee defawred 
to the Council, > whe sjfeall #$ect o&Mf tj*fr Ser 
Ontario* fc> write * letter of t^e form .$«* 3 ilk the 
Appendix hereto, ami address atfd forward the 
same to such Member, together with a copy of 
the fblfewipg iregal^twn. 

S, If the arrears shall pot be paid within six 
months after the forwarding of such letter, the 
Dam* tf the Member *e afffca&ig shall M. pub- 
licly *u? pctnfcd ii* jthje meeiiog-^oora3 of ,th* So* 
ciety, as a defaulter, together wkb the amount 
of th#CQntributions due by him to the Society; and 
such Member shall not have the right to, attend any 
meetings* pf the S^ty, not to,«UQyany ?f the 
privileges and advantages thereof, until his ar- 
rears be paid. 



Section VI.— Of Associates. 

l, JEveryperso*, eminent ill the science of As- 
tronomy, not being a British subject, j*or hiring 
a permanent r**i4ef*ee in jay pf the British do* 
minions, is eligible. $9 *n Associate. . ^ . 

». «Bfary siiph p^W, propfiwrf feradmissioa 
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as an Associate, must be recommended by four 
Members; all of whbnf must certify in writing, 
agreeably to the form No. 4 in the Appendix 
hereto, 'that he id a person eminent in the science 
of Astronomy, and that they have a personal 
knowledge of him, or are acquainted with his 
works. 

3. No person shall be considered as an Asso- 
ciate until he has signified his acquiescence in the 
election* 

• 4. Associates shall have all the rights and pri- 
vileges of Members, except that of filling any 
office in the Society. 



Section VII*— Of the Council. 

l* The Council shall have the management 
and direction of all the affairs of the Society, 
subject to the control of the general meetings of 
the Society. 

2. The Council shall meet, at the house of the 
Society, at least once in every month during the 
session : but any three Members of the Council 
may, by letter to one of the Secretaries, require 
an extra meeting to be called. 

3. Due notice of each on eeting of the Council 
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shall be sent by one of the Secretaries to every 
Member thereof, residing within the limits of tfje 
three-penny post. ... , ". » 

4. At any meeting of the Council three Mem-* 
bers thereof shall constitute a quorum.' 

5. All questions shall be decided in the Cotity 
eilbyvote, unless a ballot be demanded. The 
determination of the Council, whether by vote 
or ballot, shall, at the desire of any two Mem- 
bers present, be deferred to the succeeding meek 
ing. 

6. The Council shall draw up a report on the 
state of the affairs of the Society, to be present* , 
ed at the general annual meeting. In this report 
shall be given an abstract pf their proceedings 
during the. year, i ' 



Section VIII. — Of the Ordinary Meetings. \ 

1. The ordinary meetings of the Society shall 
be held on the second Friday in every month, 
from November to June both inclusive : and five 
Members shall constitute a quorum, except in the 
election of Members find Associates, when ten 
must be present. 

2. Business shall commence at eight o'clock W; 
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the '-metitng'Tprtoistty ; t*h>ii the mwnites of the 
preceding eveniag- shall be read, and the minutes 
of the Council laid on the table; to thread if te* 

3. The busiaegs of ttie ordinary meeting* dial] 
be to propose arid' ballot for Members and Asso- 
ciates ; to announce sucfc donations ay dtty have 
been made to the Society ; to uead BBcfc cofflnrtk- 
meations relating to Astronomy and the subjects 
connected therewith, as may bare been present- 
ed to the Society ; and to proceed upon any other 
subject Which may have been* authored by the 
Council. 

4. Every Member and Associate shall bare the 
privilege of introdttcing tt visitor at any of the 
ordinary meetings, on writing hfetmiAe ill abbSk 
provided for that purpose. 

5. At t*he ordinary meetings of the Society ho- 
thing relating to ks regulations^ mafikgeWetit 
shall be brought forward, <-.-.'-,>-■:% a^ 

Section IX.— Of the Annual Qeneral Meeting* 

A general meeting of the Society shall be held 
n hi hi oily on the second Friday in February, at 
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three o'clock in the afternoon, to receive the re- 
port of the Councilor*, ttfe. state, of the .Society, 
and to deliberate thereon : to discuss and deter- 
mine such questions as may be proposed rela- 
tive to the affairs of the Society : ■ to elect the of- 
ficers for the> ensiling ye*r« and to enact, alter, 
or repeal regulations agreeably ta the teeom* 
iqendaAions of tb# Council, 



Section X»—0/ Special General Meeting*. 



, 1. TJhe Council may at any time call a special 
general meeting of the Society, when it seeps 
to them to be necessary ; and they ^re bound to 
do 90 on the written requisition of five Mem* 
bers, specifying the nature of the proposal on 
which such application is made. 

2. A week's notice shall be given to every Mem* 
ber, residing within the limits of the three-penny 
post, of the time of such meeting ; and of the 
business for which it is summoned : and no busi* 
ness shall be brought forward at such meeting, 
except Tvh&t has been so notified. 
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Section XI.— Of ottering the Regulations. 

I.. Whenever the Council may think it advise- 
able to propose the enactment of any new regula- 
tion, or the alteration or repeal of any existing 
regulation, they shall recommend the same to the 
Society, at the annual general meeting next en- 
suing, or at a special general meeting convened for 
that purpose. 

2. Any five Members, who are not of the 
Council, may recommend any new regulation, or 
the alteration or repeal of any existing regula- 
tion, to the Council, by a letter directed to one 
of the Secretaries. On the recommendation thus 
made, the Council shall decide at their next 
meetings and if such decision be not satisfactory 
to the ]Members proposing the alteration, the 
Council^ if required by them or by any five Mem- 
bers, shall bring forward the same for the opinion 
of the Society at large, at a meeting especially 
convened for that purpose. 

3. No new regulation, nor alteration or re- 
peal of any existing regulation, shall be brought 
forward at any meeting of the Society, except in 
£he manner here directed* 
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•SfctiTiosr XII.— Of Scientific Conimitttes. 

Ctf rentittees for forwarding specific Objects con- 
w^tad^hlAfctronomieal Science ntey, froiti time 
to time, be appointed by the Coundl, to ivhbm 
th«r > Reports * tfhfcll be- submitted < for approba- 
tion, previously to their being presented to the 
Society. : 



Siscrrjrok XIH.— Qf tto? RreHSeht and Vtce- ' 
J "•- T Presiifatis. 

I ; The duly of the Presitfent shall be to fake 
the chafr at the meetings, and to regulate and 
keep order in all the proceedings of the Society : 
to Mate and put qitestiotts accordirig to the start 
and intention of the meeting : and to carry into 
effect the regulations of the Society. 

2. In the absence of the President, the Vice- 
Presidents in rotation, or in their absence the 
Treasurer, or one of the Members oftheCouncil, 
shall take the ehair and conduct the business of 
the meeting : and in case of the absenee of all 
those officers^ the meeting may electamongstihem- 
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selves any other Member- present to take the 
chior at; tbiit meeting. 



Section XIV.— Ofihe Treasurer.: 

1. The Treasurer shall receive, on account and 
fpr the use of the Society, all punas of o^oney due 
to the Society ; and, out of those funds, pay a)l 
sums due by the Society. 

2. He shall keep a regular account of receipts 
and payments, in the mode which may seem most 
proper to the Council s who shall have the direc- 
tion and control of the money in his hands. 

r 3. $To£upi of money, payable qn account of the 
Society, amounting to five pounds and upwards, 
shall; )>e paid except by order: of tfie Council, 
signed by the President or Chairman pf the me^t* 
ing % find registered by one of the Secretaries.; 

4. The account of the Treasurer shall be au- 
dited annually by the Council, who shall report at 
the annual general meeting tfye balance ia hand, 
and the general styte of the, funds of the Society* 

5. The Treasurer ra*y, with the approbation 
of the Council, appoint a proper, person to col- 
lect the annual contrijbutipjis of the Members; 
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sucfe collector, however, giving bbhd, With twfc 
good and sufficient sureties thereto, for the &ith- 
ful discharge of his duty. 



Section XV.— Of the Secretaries. 

K The duties of the Secretaries shall he to 
attend all meetings of the Society and of the 
Council; to take minutes of all their proceedings, 
and enter them in the proper books provided for 
that purpose. 

2. Their duties at the ordinary meetings shall 
also be to read the minutes of the preceding meet- 
ing f to announce the donations made to the So- 
ciety since the last meeting ; to give notice of any 
candidate that is proposed for admission, or that 
is to be balloted for; and to read the letters and 
papers presented to the Society in the order of 
time in which they were received, unless the 
Council shall otherwise direct. 

3. The Secretaries shall have the superintend?- 
ance of the persons employed by the Society, and 
the management of the correspondence of the So- 
ciety and Council; subject however to the direc- 
tion and control of the latter. 

4. The Secretaries shall have the charge, un- 
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der the direction of the Council, of printing and 
publishing the memoirs or other papers of the 
Society. 



Section XVI.— Qf7*e Property of the Society* 

3 \* T he whole of the property and effects of the 
Society, of what kind soever, shall be vested in 
four Trustees, for its use : one of which Trustees 
shall always be the Treasurer for the time being, 
and the remaining three of which shall fee chosen 
at a general meeting of the Society. 
'. 2.; Every paper, which may be presented to 
the Society, shall, in consequence of such pre- 
sentation; be considered as the property of the 
Society, unless there shall have been any pre- 
vious engagement with its author to the contfafy ? 
and the Council may publish the same in any Way 
and at any time that they may think proper. 
But, should the Council refuse, or neglect with- 
in a reasonable time, to publish such paper, the 
author shall have a right to copy the same, and 
publish it under his own directions. No other 
person, however, shall publish any paper belong- 
nig to the Society, without the previous consent 
of the Council. 
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3. No books, papers, .instruments, or other 
property belonging to the Society, shall be lent 
out of the Society's house, without leave of the 
Council : but, every Member has a right, at all 
seasonable hours, to inspect the books and such 
papers as the Council may permit, &pd to take 
extracts therefrom ; and also to inspect the in- 
struments, and take models therefrom, at his 
own expense. 



Section XVII.— Of Donation* and Bequests. 

1, Every person, who shall contribute to the 
Collection, to the Library, or to the general 
Funds of the Society, shall be recorded as a Be- 
nefactor : his n^me shall be read at the annual 
general meeting,, and shall be inserted in the next 
volume of the Memoirs there-after published. 
, 2. Every person, desirous of bequeathing to 
the Society, any Manuscripts, Books, Instru- 
ments, or, other personal property, is requested 
to make use of the following form in his "will; 
via. ' '- , i 

"I give and bequeath to the Trustees, 
. " for the time .being, of the Society fdrmed 
u in London, under the title of the Asfrono- 
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" njical Society of London [here enumerate 
the effects or property intended to be be- 
queathed] for the use of the said Society : 
" and I hereby declare that the receipt of the 
u Treasurer of the said Society for the time 
« being shall be an effectual discharge to my 
u executors for the said legacy." 
3. Every person, desirous of bequeathing to 
the Society, a sum of money or stock, either for 
the general purposes of the Society, or to esta- 
blish a prize for the best production on any par- 
ticular subject connected with Astronomy, is re- 
quested to make use of the following form in his 
will; viz. 

" I give and bequeath to the Trustees, 
" for the time being, of the Society fettned in 
" London, under the title of the Afetronomt- 
" cal Society of London, the sum of < 
. " for the use of the said Society, and fotfthe 
" purpose of [here express the particular object 
iti view, if a»y\ : the «aid legacy to be paid 
" out of such part of my personal estate as 
" shall not consist 4>f chattels real. And I 
€C hereby declare that the receipt of the Trea- 
a gurer of the said Society for the time being 
" shall be an effectual discharge to my exe- 
." tutors for the said legacy/' 
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A P P E ND I X. 



FORM, No. 1. 



A. B„ [herestate the Christian name, Surname, Rank, 
Profession, andusualplace of residence df 
the candidate'] 
being desirous of admission into the Astronomical Soci- 
ety of London, we, the undesigned, propose tad r e- 
«6nnnend Mm as a proper person to become a. Member 
thereof. 

Witness onr hands this day of is 

.. ifrom personal 
———**—*— | knowledge. 
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FORM, No, % 



1, the undersigned, being elected a Member of the 
Astronomical Society of London, do hereby promise 
that I will be governed by the Regulations of the said 
Society, as they are now formed or as they may be 
hereafter altered, amended, or enlarged? that I will 
advance the objects of the said Society as far as shall be 
in my power i and that I will attend the usual meetings 
of the Society as often as 1 conveniently can. Provided 
that whenever I shall signify in writing to the Society 
that I am desirous of withdrawing my name therefrom, 
I shall (after the payment of any annual contribution 
which may be due by me at that period) be free from 
this obligation. 

Witness my hand, this day of 18 
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FORM, No. 3. 

Sir, 

I am directed, by the Council of the Astro- 
nomical Society of London, to inform yoa that it ap- 
pears by their books, that there were two years of your 
annual contribution due on the 8th day of February 
last, amounting to four guineas ; the payment of which, 
to the Treasurer, as early as possible, is earnestly as* 
quested. 

I am, Sir, your obedient serraat, 

' Secretary. 
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FORM, No, 4. 



We, the undersigned, having a personal knowledge 
of, or being acquainted with the works of 

[here state the Christian name, Surname, 
Rank, Profession, usual place of residence, 
and title of one or more of the works, of th* 
person proposed} 

believe him to be a person eminent in the science of 
Astronomy; and therefore propose and recommend 
him as a proper person to become an Associate of the 
Astronomical Society of London. 

Witness our hands this day of 18 



LIST OP THE OFFICERS 

OF 

The Astronomical Society of London, 
for the tear 1830. 



Tto Names, onde? each Office, are artaiigcd aSpbabetieaUy. 



President. 
His Grace the Don of Somerset, FJLS. & S.A. 

Vice-Presidents. 
H. T. Colebrooke, Esq. F.R.S. & L.S. 
8. Groombridge, Esq. F.R.S. 
Sir Wm. Herschel, LL.D. F.R.S, 
J. Pond, Esq, Ast.Roy. F.R.S. 

Treasurer. 
Re?. W. Pearson, LL.D. F.R.S. 
Secretaries. * 

C. Babbage, Esq. M. A. F.R.S. L, & E. 
F. Baily, Esq. F.L.S. 

J. F. W. Herschel, Esq. M.A. F.R.S. L. & E. (Foreign J 

Council. 
Col. M. Beaufoy, F.R.S. & L.S. 
Capt. T. Colby, Soy. Eng. LL.D. F.R.S. E. 
0. G. Gregory, LL.D. 
T. HARRisoN,Esq. M.A. F.R.S. 

D. Moore, Esq. F.R.S. S.A. & L.S. 

E. Troughton, Esq. F.R.S. 

Trustees. 
A. Baily, Esq. 

D. Moore, Esq, F.R.S. S.A. & L. S. 
C. Stokes, Esq. F.S.A. & L.S. 
The Treasurer for the time being. 
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OF 

THE ORDINARY MEETINGS 

. _ OF 

The Astronomical Society of London 

.Till the 9th of FEBRUARY, 1881. 



Friday, March 


10, 1820 


Friday, April 


14, 


Friday, May 


13, 


Friday,' June 


9/ 


Friday, Nov, 


10, 


; Friday, Dec. 


8, ~ 


Friday, Jan. 


12, 1821 


^Anniversary, Feb. 


9, — 



The above Meetings will be held (until farther no- 
tice) at the house of the Geological Society, No. 20, Bed. 
ford Street, €ovent Garden ; and business will commence 
at eight o'clock in the evening precisely} except on the 
day of the anniversary, when a General Meeting of the 
Spcjety will be held at three o'clock in fte afternoon^ 



A LIST OP tHE MEMBERS 

OF WHOM ,. . , .- 

*The Astronomical Society of London 

CONSISTED, 
PRIOR TO ITS FIRST MEETING. 



Charles Babbage, Esq. M.A. F.R.S. L. & E. 

No. 5 Devonshire St. Portland PL 
Arthur Baily, Esq. No. 6 Gower Street 
Francis Baily, Esq. F.L.S. Gray's Inn 
Col. Mark Beaufoy,F\R.S.&L.S.lW<y-Aea/A 

near Stanmore 
W. H. Booth, Esq. Lincoln's Inn 
Timothy Bramah, Esq. Pimlico 
David Brewster, L.L.D. F.R.S. L. & E. 

Edinburgh . . 

Sir Thorafcs Brisbane, K.C.B. F.R.S. L. & E. 

Brisbane, near Greenock 
Edward F.Bromhead, Esq. M.A F.R.S. Thurl- 

by, Lincolnshire 
Rev. Geo. Butler, D.D. F.R.S. & S.A. Harrow 
William Cary, Esq. Strand 
Capt. Tho. Colby ? ofthe Royal Engineers, LL.D. 

F.R.S. E. Tower 
Henry T. Colebrooke, Esq. F.R.S. & L.S. Al- 
bany, Piccadilly 
Richard Cornfield, Esq. Northampton 
Samuel Cooper, Esq. Trauby, Yorkshire 
John : Cross, Esq. Observatory, Glasgow 
Rev. Will. Dealtry, M.A. F.R.S. Clapham 
George Dollond, Esq. F.R.S. St. Paul's 

Church Yard 
William Domville, Esq. Lincoln's Inn 
Sir Rt. L. DunA&zJSlo.lQArlingtonSt. Piccadilly 
SirH. C. Ensrlefield, Bart. F.R.S. L.&£. 

^F.S.A.&L.S. 
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Rev. Pcir. FaTlowes, ■$(. John's Coll. Cambridge 
John Puller, Esq. Rosehill near Roberts- 

bridge, Sussex 
Davies filbert, Esq. Treasurer & V.P. R.S. 

F.L.S. East Bourne^ Sussex 
Isaac L^ on Gold sm id, Esq. Clapham 
Benjamin Gompertz, Esq. F.R.S. Kenningion 
Terrace, Vauxhall .. _ 

Alexander, Duke of Gordon, F.R.S. 
Olinthus G. Gregory, LL.D. Royal Military Aca+ 

demy, Woolwich 
Rev. James Grooby, Cirencester^ Gloucestershire 
Stephen Groombridge, Esq.F.R.S. Blackheatk 
Robert Haldane, LL.D. Professor of Mathe- 
matics, St. Andrews 
it Col. J, HandfieM, F.R.S ? No. 90 Pall Mall 
William Handley, Esq. No. 12 Winchester 

Place y Pentonville j 
Thomas Harrison, Esq. M.A. F.R.S. Street- 

ham Park 
Sir Win. Herschel, LL.D. P.R.S. Slough 
J. F. W. Herschel, Esq. M.A. F.R.S. L. & E. 

Slough 
Charles - Holford, Esq. jffammtead 
James Horsburgh, Esq. F.R.S. Heme H0 7 

Dulwich 
James . Hoy, Esq. Gordon Castte 
Thomas Jackson, LL.D. F.R.S. E. Professor 

of Nat. Phil. St. Andrews 
James Jardine, Esq. F.R.S. E. Edinburgh, 
Sir Alex. Johnston, F.R.S. No. 19 Great Cum- 
berland Place 
Thomas > Jones, Esq. Charing Cross 
Patrick. Kelly, LL.D, Finsbury Sauare 
Joshua King, Esq. Queen's Col L Cambridge 
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Lt Gen. A. Kyd, No. 22 Mbemprts Stme^ - 
Thomas Leybourne, Esq. Roy at Military Col- 
lege, Sandhurst 
Cap* Fred.Marryat, of the Royal Navy, F.R.S. 

& Li.S. Wimbledon 
John MilUngton, Esq. No. 6 Leigh Street^ 

Burton Crescent 
Win. P. Moffatt, Esq. East Sheen, Surry 
Daniel Moore, Esq. F.R.S. S. A. & JLJS. Xi»- 

coin's Inn 
Mai. Gen. W. Mudge, of the Royal Artillery, 

LL.D. F.R.S.&S.A. 
Stephen . Pattisal, Esq. ''Change Alley, CornkHl 
William Paul, Esq. Professor of Natural Phi- 
losophy, Aberdeen 
George Peacock, Esq. M.A.F.R.S, Trinity 

College, Cambridge 
Rev. Wm. Pearson, LL.D. F.K.S. East Sheen;, 

Surry 
H. F. Pelerin, Esq. No. 10 Canonbury-lane, 

Islington 
Wm. Has. Pepys, Esq. F.R.S, Poultry 
Charles Perkins, Esq. No. 67 Mark Lane 
Frederick Perkins, Esq. Lee, Kent 
Hejpry Perkins, Esq; Springfield, Surry 
Rev. J» H.Pinckney, D.D. East Sheen, Surry • 
John Pond, Esq. Astronomer Royal, F.R.Si 

Greenwich 
John Rennie, Esq. F.R.S. L. & E. S.A. & 

L.S. M.R.I.A. Stamford Street, 
Blackfriars Road 
Col. John Rowley, of the Royal Engineers, 

No. 90 Pall Mall 
Edward Ryan, Esq. Lincoln** Inn 
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Edward Adolphu?, Duke of Somerset, F.ft .S, & 

S.A. 
James South, Esq, No. 11 Blackman Street, 

Southward 
Peter Stawinski, D R Prof Univ. Wilna. 

Robert Stevenson, Esq. F.R.S. E. Edinburgh 
Charles Stokes, Esq. F.S.A. & L.£. Gray's 

Inn 
Edward Strache v , Esq. F.R.S. 31 Fitzroj/ Squ* 
William Strutt, Esq. F.R.S, Derby 
Alexander Tilloch, Esq, Picket Place ^Temple Bar 
Edward Trou^hton, Esq. F,R.S. Fleet Street 
Henry Tucker, Esq, No- 34 Baker Street 

WiUiam Vau*han 5 Esq. F.R.S. Fenchurch St. 
William Wallace, Esq . P r o fessor of Mathema- 
tics, Edinburgh 
Rev, Mic, Ward,L#.L.B. Tamwortk y Stqjfordsh* 
Rev, G, B. Wildig, M.A. Liverpool 
William Williams, Esq. No. 3 Hray's InnPI. 
Daniel WilBon,Esq,No-63/o*/Hf PL Mile End 
John Wrottesley, Esq. No, 10 New Square ■, 

Lincoln's Inn 



*#* The 



names of those persons, who have 
since applied and may hereafter apply for ad- 
mission, will on their election he inserted in n 
luhiequent list. 
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